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PREFACE

This book is published to guide new researchers in understanding the
process of writing a research article. The eBook are presented
systematically with practical format to follows. Content of this eBook
consists of guideline on standard items that are required to produce an
article, as prerequisite of many scholarly journals. Appropriate examples
are also included to facilitate potential authors. Each step and checklist
are provided in detail. There are also tips to help writers to have better
understanding in writing a research article. The contents of this book are
also useful to students studying Research Paper and Dissertation courses.

1

Today, educators are encouraged to produce research articles. The aim is
to enrich knowledge and make new discoveries in social and technical
studies. This action is very important to promote research and
development culture among educators in Malaysia. However, among the
problems faced by new researchers are that they do not know how to get
started to produce a research article, what to write in each sub-topic of a
research article, and what is the systematic flow of research paper
writing.

FARIDAH JAAFAR

Finally, I hope that this eBook will enhance the article writing learning
process and serves as preferred companion for both potential
researchers and readers.



2

Preface                                      pg.  1

Article writing checklist          pg.  3

Ladder of success                   pg.  4

Tips for article writing             pg.  5

Article 1: Writing guideline    pg. 15

Draft for article writing           pg. 23

Article 2 : Example                  pg. 33

References                                pg. 42

Source Image: Martech (2015)



ARTICEL WRITING CHECKLIST

1. TOPIC

2. ABSTRACT

3. KEYWORDS

4. INTRODUCTION 

6. PROBLEM STATEMENT

9. RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

10. RESEARCH  
METHODOLOGY

11. UNIT OF ANALYSIS

12. RESEARCH INSTRUMENT 

13. DATA COLLECTION  
& ANALYSIS

15. DISCUSSION & 
CONCLUSION

14. RESEARCH FINDINGS

7. VARIABLES

5. BACKGROUND 

17. REFERENCES

8. SIGNIFICANCE OF  
STUDY
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Source: 
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16. IMPLICATION & 
RECOMMENDATION



LADDER OF SUCCESS 

(GUIDELINE OF ARTICLE WRITING)
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TOPIC
Must have at least three elements. What: what is the issue 
or focus of the study; Where: where the study was 
conducted; Who: who is the sample for the study.

ABSTRACT
The information provided should be informative and easy 
to understand. No need to specify reference source. 
Elements contained in an abstract should include: a brief 
introduction of the issue to be studied, purpose, problem 
statement, research objectives, research design, scope of 
the study, research findings, brief statement of the main 
findings of the study, conclusions and limitations of the 
study. Word count should not exceed 300 words.

KEYWORDS
A list of words that describe the topic 
of the study. Cannot be more than five 
words

INTRODUCTION
Writing an introductory sub-topic is very important 
because it gives an initial overview of the research 
issue, general background, scope of the study, purpose 
of the study or objectives of the study.

TIPS FOR ARTICLE WRITING
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Source: blog.markgrowth.com

Source: monash.edu (2021)



BACKGROUND
At the beginning of the writing, briefly describe the 
background of the subject or field of study. Your writing 
should be based on authentic literature sources. Explain the 
chronology of research topics (past to present) and theory 
(if relevant). Attach a statistical data record of your topic (if 
applicable). The procedure for writing a research study 
background should begin with a global (general or broad) 
description. Then, describe specifically the topic or thing 
you want to study.

TIPS FOR ARTICLE WRITING

PROBLEM STATEMENT
Problem statement is an important item in a 
research study because it is the reason why the 
study is done. Writing a good problem statement 
should address the "gap" of knowledge in the field 
to be studied. Sources of research problems are 
usually based on literature reviews or recent issues 
occurring in the community. The problem should be 
important, ideal, feasible and will obtain research 
findings data within a planned period. Example: 
failure of Biology subjects among SPM students at 
Sekolah Menengah Subang Bestari, Shah Alam, 
Selangor.

GENERAL

SPECIFIC

REALLY 

SPECIFIC
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SIGNIFICANCE & KNOWLEDGE GAP
Based on the problem statement, identify those that have not been 
explored in the study. State how your study will be able to bridge this gap 
and the findings of your research study will contribute to the existing 
knowledge in the field.

VARIABLES OF THE STUDY
Get to know the variables of your study through 
literature review and previous studies. Select articles 
in which their study findings have tested those 
variables and showed significant results. There are 
basically 2 types of variables. Namely Independent 
Variables and Dependent Variables. In addition, there 
are 3 additional variables (mediator, moderator, 
extraneous).

TIPS FOR ARTICLE WRITING
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RESEARCH OBJECTIVES / 
QUESTIONS 
Specify the objectives of the 
study. If necessary state the 
research question. Usually in an 
article has 1 or 2 objectives, but 
not more than 3 objectives. 
Construct research hypotheses if 
relevant.

TIPS FOR ARTICLE WRITING

IV (CAUSE) DV (EFFECTS)
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TIPS FOR ARTICLE WRITING

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Contains information on research design, data collection methods, population, sample, 
research instruments, research procedures and data collection procedures. Also state 
how the data is analyzed. Researchers are advised to state the main references of past 
research articles for which research instruments (examples: questionnaires, interview 
questions) were adapted or adopted for their research study.

UNIT OF ANALYSIS
Is an entity that is relevant to the research problem. This entity is the "who" or "what" 
that wants to be investigated in a research study. It is an individual, a 
group/organization or an item that is the main source of research findings through 
observations, interviews, survey questionnaires, etc. The selection of the unit of 
analysis is very important to coincide with the objectives of the study.
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Source:
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Source: Samjay, K. (2018). 



TIPS FOR ARTICLE WRITING

RESEARCH INSTRUMENT

In general, there are two types of data 
collection styles which are quantitative and 
qualitative. Each has its own instrument.
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TIPS FOR ARTICLE WRITING

RESEARCH FINDINGS

Report the results of the study. First, report the 
demographic findings of the study (if necessary or 
asked in the questionnaire). Next, report the findings 
according to the sequence of objectives / hypotheses. 
Start with the first, second and third objectives.

Research findings can be presented using matrix tables, 
pictures, pie charts, graphs, bar charts, flow charts, 
gantt charts, etc.
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Source: Planting Science (2018)

Source: Vecteezy (2021)

FINDINGS PRESENTATION SAMPLES



TIPS FOR ARTICLE WRITING

DISCUSSION & CONCLUSION
In the discussion section of an article, should report 
the significant findings of the study and relate them 
to the findings of previous studies, whether they are 
similar (consistent) or otherwise. Also report 
whether the research questions are answered and 
the research gaps can be filled. The conclusion of the 
study should state briefly the overall findings of the 
study and the benefits that can be derived from the 
study.
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Source: Enago Academy (2021) 



TIPS FOR ARTICLE WRITING

IMPLICATION & RECOMMENDATION
Implications of the findings to institutions or individuals 
relevant to the scope of the study. Suggestions can be 
given to improve the current system or appropriate 
actions can be taken to solve the problem based on the 
objectives of the study. Next, suggest to the reader 
further research and topics that can be explored in the 
future.

REFERENCES
List all the sources used for writing research articles. The writing 
format should follow the APA (American Psychological Association) 
style or the formats set by the publisher of the article.
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